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“When a society is flourishing, health tends to flourish” 
 
Graph 1 
 

 
Public expenditure was cut from 42% of national income in 2009-10 to 35% in 2018-19… 
 
Source ONS 
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Source BMJ 2020; 368 doi: https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.m693 (Published 25 February 2020) 
 
 When a society is flourishing, health tends to flourish. When a society has large social 
and economic inequalities, it also has large inequalities in health.(WHO) 
 
Evidence, assembled globally, shows that health is a good measure of social and 
economic progress.  If health has stopped improving, then society has stopped improving 
(Marmot) 
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Life Expectancy at Birth for Males (Blue) Females (orange) 1981 to 
2018 

70.81 76.81


